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40iobs lost as sprawling site drains
funds from cash-strapped charity

)lSeole Hayne near Newton Abbot, home to the Dome Hqnnoh Rogers Trust
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IHE chariw which runs the
I giant Hannahs at Seale-Hayne
E fu-pu. near Newton Abbot

has officially confirmed it will close
with the loss of 40 jobs.

The huge 90-acre estate on the
outskirts of Newton Abbot has been
run by the Dame Hannah Rogers
Trust since 2009. Now a question
mark hangs over the future of the
historic quadrangle and surround-
ing fields which were a former agri-
cultural college.

There are also 50 independent
tenant businesses which operate
from Seale-Hayne and the trust says
it will continue to support these
business.

The trust will continue to provide
services at its Ivybridge site for chil-
dren and adults with profound phys-

ical and learning difficulties.
Plans have been approved for

2,000 new homes on an adjoining
160 hectares of land - knor,vn as

Houghton Barton. The scheme also
proposes 18 hectares of employ-
ment land, a new primary school, a
new cornmunity centre, and a new
road connecting the A3B2 with the
A383. The site stretches from
Forches Cross on the ,4.382 Bovey
Tracey Road westwards towards the
Seale-Ha1me campus and then
south to the former Hele Park Golf
Course on the A3B3 Ashburton
Road, where 650 homes are already
being built. The framework plan has
been approved.

Since purchasing Seale-Ha1me
from PllTnouth UniversitY fot 83.2
million the Dame Hannah Rogers
Trust has invested more than €lm
on improving the site including
repair and maintenance,'as well as

developing social and commercial
enterprises such as the Bistro cafe
and health and wellbeing centre.

Chair of trustees Professor David
Coslett said: "We are saddened that
we have had to make the decision to
sell Seale-Ha1me. We appreciate the
hard work and commitment of all
involved, especially staff and volun-
teers who have worked tirelessly
over the past 18 months to try and
make Seale-Hayne financially via-
ble. Unfortunately the high running
costs and forecast further losses
have led to the decision to prepare
the site for salel'

Professor Coslett continued: "We
will continue to concentrate our
efforts on the charity's ongoing ser-
vices for vulnerable clients at Ivy-
bridgel'

Last year long-serving chief exec-
utive Bronwen Hewitt stepped down
after 38 years at the charity and a

new board of trustees was appointed
in April 2017 to focus on the turn-
around of the charity.

The charity celebrated its 250fr
anniversary in2017, but faced har.
ing to make changes to save mone)-
following a "tough year'l

A spokesman for the Co-operatiw
Bank said: "We are saddened our
customer the Dame Hannah Rogers
Trust has encountered financial dif-
ficulties resulting in this decision.

"The Co-operative Bank has pro-
vided continuous, comprehensive
support to the Dame Hannah Rog-
ers Trust and to the board of trustees
over a number ofyears.

"We will continue to workwith the
board of trustees and offer advice
and guidance where we can, with au
aim of finding a way forward for tb
Dame Hannah Rogers Trust and the
valuable work it contributes to the
cornmunityl'


